15 YEARS AGO—JANUARY 17, 1952

MORE PUBLIC SUPPORT needed for
our festival association. The drama and_
elocution sections under the direction of
Mrs N Mclvor and Mrs L Bazely. Dancing
section under Rev. G Dobie and Mrs F
Davies. Volunteers are asked for handling
props.

MR BUNNY Hearn, from the provincial de-
partment of recreation spoke to a large gather-
ing of members of the drama club on the prob-
lems of producing a festival. He came up here
after speaking at the Teachers convention at

Dawson Creek. poy i%l]m 952
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STARTS THE 4THIME 3
The Peace River North Mu-
sic & Drama Festival Associa-
tion wish to announce that the
dates of Drama Section of the

DRAMA FESTIVAL

Festival have been set for Wed-
Wateh next

nesday,
February 4th, 5th and 6th.

"UOS[ON SSIN 1edw 03 uonded
-91 9} 03} Poajraul A[[RIPIOD S1 ABA |
AUu®R Ul eWERIP Ul IO [BALIS?] oYl |
JO YJIOM 91) Ul pojIselajul ST oym
9U0LI0A “AJIO}JLWIO( [OOUDS 9N}
18 UOS[ON SSIN 107 uondedoy

‘urd g8 — 9 "qodd
ONINHAT AVdIdsd
‘uU0ISSas
ST} I91j® Spleme Jlotunf jo uone
-Juesald °'SSB[D ¢ eprID S,1191ZBH

‘SIIN Aq ‘SIUBID PuB N[O [Iedd
pue soyBuS oYeT puw sjuldg
pue SuBIpU] Y}IM Ou0) OulJ ud

-p1oH oY) jo fsejue; [njrnesq o)
jo uorydepe OnBWRIP S JOAIIN
‘SI — Quo)) dulJ PP oYl
*1190U0D SBRWISLIYD BUl
e poarreasad jey) Juaids SeWISLIYD
o4l Jo peoailsul SJunds jnoqe
$,9U0 SIY) ‘S9LITE] PUEB SITUMOI]
‘saruung 210w UM ure[d ‘SIA JO
UOT199IIP 9] Jopun uyopf 3§ 3104

—T1 9pRID—PUBA OISR UL

'anp ole s°
-X®] 91 uaym ‘sAepemou 0g [11dV
j0 juaieAmbe o3qeny) Oy} Sem
Ao S, UNJIBRN 1S °[00U2S JO[AR]
9y} woaj ‘99gend pio Jo O[e} ®©
jo uonydepe SH[ Y)}IM Ulede umoolf
Lo eruag—Avq  SUDIBH IS
v TUMOIMOW oruag|
A-q . Pa19dIIp ‘[00UDS O[4BT, OY}
§ Joedt @ 1O ﬂdwﬁc ugawr 1) peale
pue o[eY LoueN Plo JIood
& ndqe uied poos Surper v
“=o[fogg AdouevN 9y} JO UIBX OYJ,

wrd 08 — 9 "4
NOQONMALAV AV.AIHA

‘u01IsSso9s  SIY)
JO pua ¥} IB SpIem® 1npy pue
[ooydg USITH Jo UonBlUSsLId

‘(deom J0309.Ip AUR 8yeW
0] y8nous s,JBY) ‘31 Ul 31ed B 0ABY
1 ‘erquos 8q prnoys I — 910N
§,197SIIqn ) ‘9u0l dI1qUIos 2I0W B
031 Aeid sdeak Isel JO juaids  £Ape
~T0o 9] WoIy Poow S1y Padueyd
seY oym Yorvwio) Iq £q ALeid 1w
“UISLIO—PUIN OY} Ul SI2UIBos]

‘19719( USAd $,9UO0 SIYJ }I99

-u0d sewsLIy) oyl ur Aerd 1Lyl
Iaquiawiay ‘ISBY [00Y9S uysSig ®»
UM auo SIy) ‘19xoroad yluiw siy?
Yitm . (du0 UBIIXON OYL) ..9P10q
2yl JO UINOs §2903 uwosuyof u
‘SIN—S0SaJ AT SISO Avpuns
‘gurpua Syl
ur 3simM} 3y} 9es no& (1} I\
'§S0d5) ‘SIN JO UOIId_IIP eyl Iopun
ure§e pue ‘ollRI] IS0y WOI]J ISLI
€ UM ‘[BANIS®] oyl JoJ ARl
ue)lam ourg Jodd[ JO UOSId3I ]
SAPBID SIN P u® uospE) Uil
‘sIN Aq 4Ard [eulSriQ—ouloH
SunpPIB| Sowo) Auuyog UM
Rid:Ele|
-OW I JO UWOIPAIIp 9yl Jspul
1s®0 (00108 YSIH ® YIM ‘JoNqaaf
189} Pu®B ‘9jL10AR] PIO u® (Jooy
-1opuep woaj dnoisd s, Aaumo(
CIN) IBRA  ISB[ [BAIIS9] (00D
ySig #8109 9oullg 9yl uom
ey} Aeld oyl — JUBIBA OUL
urd 00:8 — 9 "4PA
ONINHAT AVASHOHL
L . ‘pood
$3] "LP6T JO Jsuulm 1eA1389] 9y}
SurIeJJo SI 158D MOU ' YIIM AqMIS
‘SIN—ounuURIBA 103 Auwduwio)
‘yound ® UYImM Aepd vV PIEMOH
‘I &' SSIN £Q [00UdS AIBJUDWSD
aulg UMON oy} J0] usitam Avyd
[BUIS[I0 Uy -#— S[[ITH uvipeuw()
‘[0012s |wes 9y} Woay

uoPedIP PwWes 9y}l Jepun ‘ourw

-ojued Y — Sawdgl QodUl UL
‘poo8 3Juryjamos

1 dn ewod 0} uo -pajunod 8q

sABMIB URBD OUM SSOID MUBIL SIN

JO  UOIPPRIIP 8y} JIopun ‘[00yds

autg 1addp ey woiy ‘Aowjuvy

aseury) V — odoy ua IS 9U[
urd 08T — S g9

NOONHHAILAV AVASUAHL =«

1971810,
auer ‘SIN Aq PeeIIa Isusny
ur WIOISMOUS ® UM JIIIS puw
.umduom pue U91LIMal ‘08B SILaL

OM7] JO SS900MS [RBULSIIO N I0A]

SO SIN—AOBIOT AIATY[ IOBI]

(T oSed WOIy panuijuopd)

9-G-§ 494 swuweidold [eAI}sa]

MRS. DAVIES DESIGNS
CLEVER SETS FOR

gc, ‘63 ‘uvp “sanyL ‘uyop "3§ ‘Bl SMHEN AVAHDIH VMSVIV F05u g

98 0 SMAN AVAMHOIH VISVIV

. b .
[ €C, ‘G "qog “sanyy ‘uyog
I, m o+ A e D L =D = O e._adOLY.HBH
S5 =2 m&mheneh el = BES e S a2  ©
n °as o oM Ze-=2ga= fges & P3owugd (Sg3= .8
: Hoye Bw LT e oo B 9" 0 o035y "]
H O mQ Swm Pooad 9 o) o B 2 B Se=sFEL 0
e W 3T EOY We 7 OO oy o0 = =)
« < ) =
o8V BTL o So R PP S - 0 ) mawn
= o@w>gan ST Bg e ) = IR = Bl o = S o
- “-eA &, = 2= g g8~ e mmpo 2 &
= “ga A hcmoswuudt& Se,..m..utew == Brm\w.me
2 k ) ’ =
= eam.mr 9 w8 CERFE TEER0 L33 Cn%edwiryw%a@
< m.m. = H.vm\.whlm.syesc I“m¢a = .lrmnema[nv.
B BY midf 9B 2d .0 7 9%a _So © ST GHg=Ra g
> RosSs ZHa®gaeg M dude 88  L,%anays-
- - T - a4 by HEgEe Zos . = B0
z mp ~ < O3 g..u‘ 4 S — PSga n =
= 0 L 4o ! < & 50 L 5
S BvgaU SAlLf.YE" SS%TSSHy T88 G,
3 @ e 0 = == i
= moDdM Mkw&c e 2R g e, ec@aMdUmbwm
B g9 gv BES=,855, g2908F 0 B,o0ST _ gsg”
. EQ 0o, erllnn..wdtn =3gPT=aa3 oaObl.lamnho
2 5559° SR2FASE28 EpZog uk OReSE558582
e =B V..Sd.mau,s 2 U.HCCW o _ B 5@ (uwmnlu.
m Bwsss paToHg By LAzt EsSq 283 g O, 2 AT M
PBEaMds degv - =wx3 S o QF o B S TR WV
B ZEY8T ESZ% S350 LO9ER,9ac f 9BRSTER2%SE
Smod T LoEaS SRS 0. i Eie g S  Z82a8 9,24
aoBE omhT’ESEB SoldHoa s adESca 22a8

(3 @28eg uo Panurjuo))
‘paurdeuml
uBY} Us8S 10319q S,11 Inq ‘@urdewl
UBD NOA [[OAL (ON ‘U0 AIIBD ‘([P
-Po3 'SIIN pu® A[@9zZeg °'SIN ‘sdeu
-}909 0M)} ©S0()} PIBOY JI9AD NOA
9ARH —- a0, ISISSY 0} J9)SIS VY
AIqny Y Aq Pajosaid “Iseo oy)
Ul ULl Ou PU® SIIPB[ (I ‘©Iqnoi
8,91 Jepuom ON ‘dnoli8 ewelq
-qnip 310dary oyj Jo seiper oyl 4q
pojussaId—saIquoLy, JO Xof V .

‘ "Jjerzyeg T "IN £q Do
-1091Ip ‘I9[M0U B ‘ADPAWOY 00U
YS1H — oJIBJIBp\ OpIsiep\

‘UOT)BIDOSSY [BAIISO O} JO juUap
-1sead ‘I9AIIH "IN £ ‘UOS[BN J°
-ISEH SSTN ‘1038IIPNPY JO 3urmoo
-[oM pu® [BANSe g Jo SuiusdQ

wed 00:8 — FO'qad

ONINHAH AVASINTHAN
ISMOJ[0] Ss®

J9s uooq sey swwersoxrd a8y,
B CEV
o) Jo Suruuiseq eyl A£q O1es UO
9q os[e [[I4 (sI9ysod eyl paudrs
-9p os[e oys) JLOd IO 90ys3f
g 4q jusAs oYy} J0J poulisep
Alretoedss  sawweIZold - (91zznd
® JO 11q B 9 0] SW99S dU0 9I)
-ua0 ayy) sderd 9yl JO 991y} wWOd]
SoU80s Surmoys se8e)s aanjelurw
JO SursIsuod ‘salAB(g HURIY SINN
A q Aeidsip J9A910 AI8A B MmOPp
-uim s31 uy Surinjeaj s1 010318 Inaq
§9U00 pu® ‘umol ur Arrdsip

uo @21v siajsod palo[od AIYy3rig

m.hw— :Qd Ny 067 YoBo—

9'c'y "g34 INWVYI0Ud TVAILSTd

SUOISESS. UOOUIdIIV 90§ T[oBa—
SUOISses SUIUSAF '()()° [ {——SuoIssos

INOJ J[[e) U0SBOS—ULIPIIYD
9G¢ DBO—SUOISSAS UOOUII] |
=IV 900G UOBI—SUOISSAS JUIUDAL

GZ'I1$—(SuoIssas Inoj [[¥) 1U0sBaS
—S)[NPVY :SMOJ[0] SB UOISSIWpPR
—}9oM SIY} 9[BS UO 3a® S18YIL],

2

“JuoIy oY)
0y sB A[IsBI sevIsni’ (87 241 0
ovq O] 0] ALIRD T[IM SX01R? o)
JO S9OTOA OY) Fey) MOoU ouuSuo
poomArd wur Surysrugoa oY) puw
Surrdo-oyy jo Jursyvx ‘oyy, “jusd
Jad peapuny [vI9A9S poasoaduur
W99 (q 9ABY 001 SOMISNOIB OV,

*qo8q AI9A
9y} I8 9OSOY} UIAD ‘[IvYy oY) ur
QUOAIIAD 0} O[(ISIA MOU SI 31 V)
08 poasmBI—jou vsvord—puv po
~uadadp ‘poulpIM UJ0( SBY TDIM
28wv)s o) Jo Suruisopod oY) ouI0d |
-em [m oyie swferd pus sao
-08 BADS9y ‘awmonavd ujy ‘juose
9} J0F [[BY 9y} Surpeaa ur SoA[os |
DY) 2UOPINO 9ABI[ MAID STY pue |
JOZOY OI[ABY) ‘pjoyaq 01 Aof u si
pPuB  payrIodopoa Appjorduiod usaq
SBY [[¥H UOIRI.I00Y [00YdS Y,

‘BAT}SO)
Lvp oo0ay) 91) JO SUOISSOS ANOJ
a3 ur poyussoad oq M sisvid |
UQ)XIS *BOJV SI] Ul UQOS 04|
0} JI9A9 JUI[¥) onBwRAp JOo Avaaw |
POLIBA JSOWI pu® 3s9q Oyp IYIY |
-jods 03 sosturoad 3oosm IXou Jo |

Avprayy puw Avpsaniy], ‘ABpsoupop |
A0 J 198 [BADSO WVWRI([ OUl,




STARTS FEB. 4TH M\)n

DRANA FESTIVAL
AROUSES INTEREST

In lively session on Monday
evening the IFestival Committee
met and threshed out final plans

for the Drama Section of the
Iighth Annual Festival.
Mrs. Mclvor reported that 15

plays have been entered, 7 in the
elementary section, 3 in the high
school, and 5 in the adult sec-
tion. Rural areas are represent-
ed by entries from Taylor, North
Pine and Upper Pine; the Airport
Drama Group is putting in an
adult entry; four groups f{rom
Fort St. John are entering three
adult and one elementary play;
the local elementary school will
be represented by a school en-
try; and the high school students
are well under way with two
comedies and a drama. Of part-
icular interest is the fact that
there will be four original secripts,
one from Upper Pine (adult) one
from North Pine (elementary),
and two from Fort St.
(adult),
ten dramatic adaption.

The Festival
day evening,
session of four adult and
school plays, to be followed
sessions Thursday afternoon
ementary), Thursday

elementary
February 6.

with an
day afternoon,
ies are
petition in each of
classes (elementary,
and adult) for the best play,
best actor,

the

John
as well as a locally writ-

begins Wednes-
February 4, with a
high
by
(el-
evening
(adult and high school), and ends
session Fri-
Troph-
being offered for com-
three
high school
the
and the best actress.

On Friday evening a reception
at the school dormitory will be
tendered the adjudicator, Miss
Esther Nelson of the Department
of Extension of the University of
Alberta, whom many will re-
member for her very capable and
instruective adjudication at the
Sixth Annual [Festival two years
go. All who are interested in
&{ama or in the work of the Fes-
tival are cordially invited to the
reception to meet Miss Nelson.

Of unusual interest to this year
is the fast that the Festival Asso-
ciation has offered to back the
winmking adult play to the "Xtem
of $15(i for the purpose of com-
peting in the Zone Finals at
Prince George in May — and ru-
mor -has it that the winning high
school play will likewise be back-
ed to compete in Prince George.

Next week we will have more
details regarding the actual pro-
gramme.

Keep those dates open for a
very interesting three days, Wed-
nesday, Thursday and Friday
February 4, 5, and 6.

|

Local Woman Does Adaptation For

.iuvemle School D

rama Entry .. ..

‘The Golden Pine Cone, a Can-&—

adian  story by Catherine A.
Clark, is an entry in the forth-
coming Drama Festival. It is be-

ing done by Mrs. Hazlett’s class,

I'ort St. John School from an
l adaption by Mrs. Vernice Me-
| Ivor”'—News Item.

The Golden Pine Cone is as

Canadian as its name. In fact it
not only takes place in Canada
but in this very province of Brit-.
ish Columbia. It is a delightful
story by a B.C. author. Mrs. Clark
has based her story upon Indian
legends of the Kootenay Lakes
district. In the book we find two
children, Luecy, 9, and her broth-
~er Bren, 11, and their dog Oosh-
ka. They are ordinary children
playing around their home until
Luey ftinds a golden pine cone.
It is magic! So. as long as the
children have it, strange things
tlappen to them. Their dog can
talk. They see the pearl folk and
Bren fights the Fierce Lake
snake,

The golden pine cone really be-

[ongs (o Tekontha, queen of the
spirit world of the region. The
children have many weird and

iovely ddventmgs before th ey
reach Tekontha and return it to
her.

This book was chosen for the
local library. One of the Board
read it and was so impressed
with it as possible play material,
she didn’t rest until something
was done about it. Mrs. Vernice
Mclvor kindly consented to dram-
atize the story. Mrs. Hazlett is
directing the play and has her
whole class working on the parts.
It has been difficult to shorten
the adaption to the time allowed
for one act plays so much
and so interesting is the mater-
ial. A whole evening’s entertain-,
ment could easily be taken from
the wealth of material in the
bool.

The Golden Pine Cone will be

presented at the Drama Festival, are the lucky prompted ones?
Iriday afternoon, February 6th, OUR WIN: It’s Mrs. ¥Keddell’s
at 1:30, in the Rec. Hall. This | play. }

could be the Canadian classic we |QUR MAN: Mrs. Keddell has
have all been looking for. Mrs. enough to do without getting
Clark has written another child-| gtage struck at her time of

ren's book, “The Sun Horse”. Tt
is on order for the Library. Both
books will be available here soon.

“’ DUR MAN:

Ohird Column
By GMK.

RS\ 483
(entering from rear)
with apron, spees and surly ex-
pression on puss) Where is
SHE?
OUR WINNIFRED: She went out
. didn’t say where.

OUR MAN: Does she work here
or is that just an ugly rumour?
Three o’clock no editorial

. no woman’s page . no
tea ready . .

|OUR MAN:

|

We otta gift-w rap
her pay cheque
OUR WIN: I'm sure I couldn’t
say . is it time for tea al-
ready?
OUR MAN: It's always time for
tea when is this blasted

festival over?

O[_IR WIN: Thursday I think.
OUR MAN: Well, thank God for
that say, it’s cold in here

- - must be getting colder out-
side how about a little
more coal, eh . . . Ssaaaaaaaaay,
| Where’s that fan. (voice rising
| to a shriek) Where’s that fan?
ODUR WIN: Well, Dr.
was in . ,
OUR MAN: Yes, was in . .

Cormack

. was
in he borrowed it, I sup- |
pose! What did he want with |
it. What are we supposed to do |

. freeze to death? What does
he want it for?
DUR WIN: He just took it for
half an hour . . . he said some-
I thing about feathers

Feathers, eh.-
play about feathers,
isn’t that it. (hysterical laugh-
ter) 1 hope they get up his
nose and tickle him to death. I
hope he gets his finger in the

He’s
written a

~fan. Festivals, bah. (he. exits,
rear)

OUR WIN: (running after him)
Oh . just a moment . 1L

forget to say that Ronnie won’t
be in after school today. He
just phoned. He says there’s too
much work around here . . . and
besides he’s in the “Golden Pine
Cone” . . .
OUR MAN: ‘“Golden Pine Cone,
eh. Wel] isn’t that just fine. As
long as they don’t want him to
carry any of them in for kind-
ling he’ll get along fine 4
it’s no wonder this town looks
like it does. Where else would
they take a whole week off at
a time like they do here. Last
week it was bonspielling. This
week it’s just speiling. (Our
Win reaches for her coat and
hat) Where do you think YOU-
'RE going, now

OUR WIN: Oh I won't be long.

You see I'm prompting.
OUR MAN: AND who, may I ask,

life. We all have enough to do
around here without getting in-
volv . . .

Fe‘.hé:/, 1953

MRS. DAVIES DESIGNS
CLEVER SETS FOR
THREE FESTIVAL PLAYS

Attractive miniature sets de-
picting three of the plays schedul-
ed for the Drama Festival this
week are on display in the front
window of the Glacier Drugs.

They are the artistic handiwork
of Mrs. Frank Davies of Fort St.
John. She has fashioned and
dressed miniature aciors with the
aid of pipe cleaners and clever
manipulation of tiny bits of ma-
terial, and has gathered together
| miniature furniture so that the
rwhole scene is jn scale.

Thig particular set is designed

to depict the play “When Johnny
Cowmes Hlarching Home.” Johnny
is at the door, in a soldier suit.

His wife has arms extended to
embrace him, and a tiny baby
sits back in a miniature play pen
and approves of the scene.

“The Golden Pine Cone™ is the
second play chogen in the group.
A plastic Ogopoga presents a ter-
rifying tableau at the side of a
lake with Luecy and Bren and
their small dog preparéd to do
hattle with Lhe green-eyed beast.

Dr. Cormack’s play is suitably
noted with a blank stage on which

is emblazoned against a stage
backdrop one large question
mark.

CORMACK: (rushing in with a

-cloud of frost from street) Just
the man 1'm looking for. Here
it is . . . (extends hand holding
seript) . now you're the
FIRST MAN starts 'here|
and goes over to HERE.

OUR MAN: Now look  here
George, 1 have no time for non-

sense like this. Do you know
we’ve worked nights for t\&:o
weeks around here . . : there’s

the festival programme

CORMACK: (iifterrupting) Yes,I
know all that . . . but you can’t

let nine people down . . . you’'ve
got to do this part . . . my Tep-
utation as a playwright de-

pends on your co- -operation . . .
rehearsal at 6:30. Be there.
(exits and slams door . . for-
gets something and returns)

Co-operate with me and when
you get your ulcers 1’1l co-oper-
ate with you. No play, no house
calls . no hospital calls and
no office callg! (Exit and slams
door . . returns second time)
And don’t think you're NOT
getting an ulcer. I know the
signal.

OUR MAN:
starts

(Picks up script and
memorizing )
(curtain)




lall this®was a great new experi-

ness (Bay) tactics on the ne W | But that wasn’t the idea of the
S maaton; g SieE 3 EEe festival. It was entries that were
'ness angle, the festival ticked | | required. )

FellQ 1442
_ Ohird Column
By GMK.

“WELL, TALLULAH,” my
husband said to me the morning
after the festival, “are you get-
ting up—or do we bring in a tray
this morning. And the morning
paper. No doubt you’d like to see
the reviews!”

|
|
|
|

station, located (as far aiI
knows) very close to the

were original. [e® 2% 4573

THE SILVER cup old lady Me-
Mull won for me is the only one
I've ever won in my life. My
stage experience is limited to
{ high school. In one T was a sta-
tue. In the other, I was a very
corny, rather stout French maid.
However, I later learned to tell
| cockney stories—on the Mrs. Mec-
{ Mull level—ang that explains it,

! It must!

THE FESTIVAL was fun. And
it was, for many, a very real
thrill. Anyone who can rememb-
er back to the first one eight
years ago will concur on that.
The adjudicators at that time
wept at the valiant attempt put
forth by the committee to bring
this cultural activity into being.
One adjudicator felt so stror g-
| ly about the dancing he saw that
lhe went back to the coast and
| persuaded a well 'known dancing
instructress and choreographer
to come up and give some help.
She came. She stayed. She’s Mrs.
Gene Forster.

WE WERE just recalling the
first festival the other evening.
Mr. Bullock-Webster - was the
drama adjudicator.

“Dorothy,’” he said to Mrs. For-

SOCTALLY, it was pretty good, !
too. We had flowers for the visit- |
ing ladies on the Grand TFinale |
night, Everyone who was going

ster in Vancouver, “you should (0 be on the stage got hold of a |
see it. They have about $200 long gown to wear. _Of course
worth of silverware — and you there were so few suitable con-

cert numbers in the entire festi-
val that elimination was no prob-
lem at all. Y

T HE BAZELEY-KEDDELL
team was right in there too. Pat
sang an English folk song which
ended up “He lieth abed until
1foon”. I tootled away on the
piano. For weeks before, every-
oneg for two blocks could hear
'that we were ‘entering’. The prin-
ters downstairs ,always arranged
to have a press running or some-
thing. And we had to hear our-
selves.

should see the pathetic entries.
The children are so keen and so
bright. They're getting up a fol-
lies show, and oh dear, they need
help so badly.”

Dorothy was just back in Van-
couver- after an engagement in
Portland. And up she came. I
met her in the hotel lobby.

“How on earth do you stand
this place,” were her first words,
“LOOK at my shoes!”’

“Oh, you get used to
said.

1t ol

THE FIRST festival came off
in just such mud. The old Carl- |
|

IT WAS a case or everyone
helping to get g festival] started.

sonia and the old Elks Hall were || Mrs. Roche, I remember, enter-

full of it. They were also full oﬂ ed the ladies’ solo. So did Mrs.
noise, children, mothers, teach- | ! Bazeley. I didn’t hear this part
ers and confusion. Mrs. Lambly,‘I of the do, but Mrs. Bazeley said

the other day,

“Vilia—of all things—oh dear,
was pretty bad. I made a
dreadful fizzle of it. Let'®s not
remember THAT.” ;

Mrs. .Galibos and Mrs. Vern Me- |
Leod, T believe, got out the first |
syllabus, Bob Campbell, to whom | it

|

» {

ence, brought to bear store busx-'
|

over like clockwork. The printing |

was like the rest_of the,show—
dargely effort!

MRS. MURRAY was
‘ 'there pitching too. Always smit-
| ten with feeling for the unsung

right in

| 196,

talking about the necessity of encouraging .
Canadiana, this little area beyond the Pe
fifty miles and more from the nearest railr
the rest of Cana
orth Pole, this lit\
backwoods community has produced a

festival of 15 plays of which no less than fou

| 2 seript, as only she can g0 ovel

R

-

“MILLIE” IN F @
PLAY DOWN W)\ -é ?;
FOOD POISONIN( [o) & %
“Millie”, Mrs, Les % =T 2
one of the Festival en\ e % 4
uled for Wednesday 1 'e 2
taken suddenly ill Tue\ '7: 7 2
-

spent overnight in ho
press time it was expet
‘“A Sister to Assist ‘Ei
be moved up to Thursday
day to enable Mrs. Bazele
cuperate slightly before }
ing it.

heroes of thig country,
men, Ye Ed

the w
went overboard ¢

School Recreation '

board om anything. This was a
dishortation on the various ecall-
ings of the women who had help-
ed fo build the land beyond the

Peace. She had a nun—Maizie
Stokke. An Indian woman—~Pat
Bazeley. A service girl—one of

the Clarksons. A habitant wife—
Marie Bougie, complete with two
of the largest dolls ever seen in
these parts. A teacher—Berta
McLean and a pioneer wife, Della
Cuthill. This could ‘go down in
history as the first dramatic pro-
duction in the Fort St. John fes-
tival.

ANYWAY,
together a wooden frame, and
into this, in tableaux, were ar-
ranged the women. The narrative
was read by the author, with qua-
vers and dramatic huskiness
where calleq for. She, too, wore
a formal gown, pinned up around
the ‘waist to avoid the mud on
the way to the theatre. The fact
deterred her -not at all that in
her haste, she was saved by the
merest eyelash from standing in
front of those people with the
dress still anchored on high and
her overboots on,

BUT YOU know, everyone who
helped with that festival was just
ag thrilled with it as they were
this week.

FESTIVAL

someone knocked




e

The Eighth Annual Fort St.
John Drama Festival was a
smashing success this past week.
Sixteen plays were entered by
adults and school children. Four
of them were original plays.

“Jt has been a great thrill to
me to come to Fort St. John . . .
and to see this wonderful festi-
val’”, said Miss Esther Nelson,
University of Alberta, adjudica-
tor. “It is especially thrilling to
original plays.

see these four
Canada, you know, hasn’t a
great deal of literature of its

own. This is the sort of thing we
want we cry out for. Yet
people do a lot of talking about
it and not much else. You have
indeed done a great deal about
it, and 1 congratulate you.”

Miss Nelson was referring to
these four. ‘‘Peace River Leg-
acy’’, a homely play, written by

‘Drama Festival Outstan

(Continued from Page 1)

The fourth original play was
by Miss Gay M. Howard, ‘““Cana-
| dian Hills”. This was written for
| juniors of the North Pine Elem-
(entary School, anq is dealt with
| elsewhere in this issue. ’
| Of the other adult plays, the
Airport ladies turned in an ex-
cellent job. But another. time,
experience has taught them that
i they could do the same splendid
ijob on a more worthwhile ve-
hicle. “A Box of Trouble” was
good fun all the way through,
howeveér. The ‘ladies’ were a de-
lightful crew, quite typical .
and Shirley Lewis as Winnifred
Jason had the audience rolling
in the aisles.

John was first produced two
vears ago, but was rewritten, re-
caste and presented again this
vear for adjudication. The sec-
ond play, “When Johnny Comes
Marching Home’”’, was written by
two farm women of Upper Pine.
Mrs. Ruth Carlson and Mrs.
Gladys Peterson. The interesting
things about both these plays
was that their authors very wise-
ly stuck to their home back-
grounds for their material. Talk
of crops, prices, weather

the ordinary conversation in any
farm home . .. on the stage, took
on new proportions. It became
witty and amusing. The bits of
business . . . beating up a cake,
a little girl saying a ‘piece’ for
her Granny’s birthday, a man
lathering his face at the kitchen
wash stand, all ordimary things
that go on in anyone’s home . .

[Feib 12,1953
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“A Sister to Assist ‘Er”’, a
sketch of Victorian Times, and as
the adjudicator pointed out, act-

tainment, was a duologue. Mrs.
Les Bazeley and Mrs., Jim Ked-
dell enjoyed themselves as much

as -the audience enjoyed watch-
ing them. Mrs. Keddell as
Mrs. McMull, the landlady

took the prize for the best adult
actress.

In the High school class, the
best play was judged “Sunday
Costs Five Pesos’’. This spark-

ling little play was directed by
Miss Jan Johnson. Evelyn Myhre
turned in her usual excellent
performance as Berta, the af-
fianced of Fidel who was played
by Dennis Spence. - Evelyn, a
fiery bit of Mexican femninity,
met her match in Celestina, play-
ed by Eunice Beaton. Ang there
ensued between the two, one of
the most convincing stage fights
I have ever seen. Norma Arm-
strong and Dolly Babeock lent
fine support to the principles.
The sets were interesting in this

| play too.
“The Valiant”, directed by
Mr. Wm. MecLean and L. W.
| Downey, won the cup for the

best junior actor for Lorne Haz-
| lett who played James Dyke, the
convict. Any play with sufficient
appeal to cause the audience to
weep real tears must be, over-
all, a good play. This is, in fact,
how not a few members of the

audience reacted. The adjudicat- | Miss Gay M. Howard, school tea-
or recommended more practice, | cher of North Pine, especially for

but commended
an over-all

more polishing,
the performers for
good performance.

Hundreds Enjoy Two Nights Of Theatre As

Drama Festival Presenis Best Plays Yet

16 Plays In All Include Four Originals - Thrilling
Experience, Concludes Adjudicator

Mrs. Vernice Mclvor of Fort St.'!turned out to be wonderful. The

ually a bit of music hall enter- |

i

RECEPTION AT DORN
HONOURS
ADJUDICATOR

The Fort St. John school do1
nitory was the scene oi a DpOS

10 YEARS AGOFESKUARY 12, 1953
THE FSJ DORM was the scene of

pOSt-festivall reception honoring Miss Esthe
Nelson, adjudicator prior to her departure

Feh\:Q) 1953

best adult actor can
play . George R

“Feathers in the
a play with a messa;
ten by G. N. Cormac
John, won the prize

play. Dr. Cormac for Edmonton. Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Howe
considerable creative Were the hosts.
“Feathers”, using

_ SEVEN JUNIOR PLAYS, including one
orlg!nal were ehtered in this years Drama
Festival and won oscars for Don Peterson

and Sylvia Stuby judged best young actor

fects with great efi
feathers across th
change the scenes, ¢
a caste which was
through. The author and actress
ration. His play w g
and compelling. Not an ut ;
1 i N DORA ANN SPICER and Ruth ornock
youngster up front/are new president and secretary of the
tiniest mnoise for 30 newly formed CYO. Mr. and Mrs. Hale

Dr. Cormack prod 2
stbed. Bis Swn ] Parker offered the music for the program.

Forster directed “F hTVgO LADIES CURLING rinks took part
1 " and Mrs. Int iel i i
dﬁ'iac‘t:gd ?:leVhenrch e bonspiel in D.C. Mrs. V. Stark skip-

ped one rink and Mrs. L. Weber the other.

HUNDREDS ENJOYED the two nights
of the Drama Festival when 16 plays were
presentequfour of which were originals,

Marching Home.”
(Continueg on/

dara s, ES L= D

and Mrs. Jack Ratzlaff.
l Also present were Mip. an
i T— Mrs. Gene Forster, Mrs. Jean:
} “Wayside Warfare”, another|aylor, Mrs. Vernice Mclvor, M
|| bigh school entry, won the cup|aind Mrs. Frank Davies, Mr. ai
| for the best junior actress for|irs. Bob Hamilton, Mr. and M
| Miss Lillian Dingman as Alicia Henry Brodoway, Mr. and M
Pemberton, the spy. This was a| Ernie McKeown, Mr. and M
17th century story concerning an| Parker, Mr. Jim Trecartin, [
incident in the Mommoth Re-{G. N. Cormack, Mr. Charl
bellion. All the actors showed a| Greenhaugh, Mr. Ian Currie, N

wonderful grasp of their lines| Bill McLean, Mr. Lorne Downe
and spoke them feelingly .| Mr. R. Luecas, Mr. Wilf Lamble
but without enough maturity or | Mr. D. G. Murray, Mr. N. Hi
deliberateness in voice. Cyril|ver, Mr. R. J. Aubrey and me
Pomeroy, as the Colonel wasfl)el‘s of the Airport Drama Clu
very good. Susan; the inn-keep-j=F———— ——
er’s wife, was convincing also.;&éd"mece of work, especiall;
Peter Hornick as the Sergeant.iyce it was Miss Howard's firs

was equally good, but it remain- ATTEMIPL. 26 —as’ tha ctory af .
ed for Miss Lillian Dingman aslittle crippled girl who longe
the fascinating am d dangerous t0 be able to climb the hill
Alicia Pemberton to outstar -the round her home with her littl
others. riénds.
TR Upper ’Ine entered two piecés
SEVEN JUNIOR PLAYS pantomine on ‘“‘The Thre
SHOW TALENT AND lears’” was commended for th

ood guality of speaking behin¢
he scenes, and for the cleve
nasking of the bears. Mrs. Gros
lirected this play too.

Two plays were entered f{ron
Faylor Schaol. “The Yarn of thi
Nancy Belle” by W. S. Gilbert
flirected by E. R. McKeown, wh
\so directed ‘‘St. Martin’'s Day”
1 bit of Canadians from old Que
nec. The costumes in ‘‘St. Mar
lin’s Day’” were very good, and

AMBITION OF CHILDREN

Seven junior plays, including
one original, were entered in this
vear's Drama Festival and won
oscars for Don Peterson and Syl-
via Stuby, judged the best small
u(ft:};‘“_zl_u.d_actress. "
Silken Rope’”, a play from Upper
Pine, directed by Mrs. Frank
Gross. Don was commended by
the adjudicator for his spontan-
¢ous manner and general DR ator delightful
a_tidy clna\eh161_&$sb$£a}}ylg;1“é3 T he adjudicator commendes
Company for Valentine”.t'my nthe choice of the play, comment
play was directed by Mrs. Rich-ing that it was worth doing . .
B 2 P if a little difficult.
Cnv by “The Yarn of the Nancy Belle”
a rather lusty and blood curdling
effort for girls was costumed anc
staged effectively, and likewis:
- well received.
it a

Hills” written

h.er pupils, was an interesting
piece of work and was commend-
ed. Miss Nelson considereq
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“Pine Cone” Winner In
Junior ‘Drama Felald, 453

f “The Golden Pine Cone” which
| won the shield for the best jun-
(ior play at the recent [Fort St.
| John Festival” was one of the
'most ambitious productions o f
|the two day show. It was direct-
led by the Grade Five
| teacher at the Fort St. John Ele-
| mentary School, Mrs. Harry Haz-
llett, and her entire class formed
| the ‘cast.

| “The Golden Pine Cone” was
a new book released -at Christ-
mas written about the fairy folk

of the Kootenay Lake district of '

British Columbia. Its charm so
impressed Mrs. Hazlett and oth-
ers, that Mrs. Vernice Meclvor

was urged to do an adaptation of
the -book for the Grade Five Fes-
tival Entry.

In six scenes, the ingenuity of
thg director, her assistant, Mrs.
' Frank Davies and other helpers
| was brought to bear on the sets,

| which  were admirable. Mrs.
Hazlett herself did a backdrop
depicting the Kootenay Lake

country. The canvas was 20 feet
long and 7 feet high, done in col-
oured chalk and ‘fixed’ with a
sugar solution.

With limited staging facilities,
it was a remarkablé fete to
change the sets so many times.
In one scene, a floating island
rose out of the lake, arranged in
the Industrial Arts department
of school out of chicken wire and
a form, to which greenery was
affixed. Indian teepees were
cleverly done for yet another
Set.

Mrs. Dorothy Forster worked
out the choreography for the
Pearl Babies ballet, and the
children were coached by Mrs.
Davies and Mrs. Hazlett.

Paper and paste fashioned
some very clever ‘costumes’. The

snake was excellent. The dog
masks, the square heads .
everything was created in the
mind of the director and fash-
ioned by her.

The adjudicator thought the

" children might have spoken their

lines with more conviction, and
they might have spoken louder.
There
culty of waits between
but - “Pine Cone” was really
something to see. And enormous
effort and ability went into it.
Billy Bouffioux an d Theresa
Richter were very good as the

principals, and ‘stars’ 0f the
show.
(Left Inadvertently from last

week’s issue)

CORRECTION

Little Leslie
To Have A Cup

For Acting o i

Two-year-old Leslie Johnson of

Upper Pine, has been awarded a
silver cup for outstanding merit
for her part in the recent adult
Fesival Entry “When Jo hnqy
Comes Marching Home’’. Leslie,
a little girl, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs.. Johnson, played the part of
“Johnny’s’ tiny son, who had
never seen his dad until the day
he came ‘Marching Home' from
the. Korean War.

Leslie played the part with
easy grace, came in on cue, knew
her lines and carried the whole
thing off extremely well. At the
conclusion of the festival, .tjhe
Trophy Committee was anxious
to mark the little girl’s perform-
ance in some way, but haq ma.de
no provision for this. Difficulties
have now been overcome, and
L.eslie’s cup is at the engraver’s

was of course the diffi- |
scenes, |

this week.

ine has beer awarded a silver cu~
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15 YEARS AGO — NOVEMBER 28, 1953

DRAMA FESTIVALS BEST actor award went
to Roger Ventress. Dorothy Dockiray won the best
actress award.” Best play was ‘The Purple
Doorknob’* written by Georgina Keddell and V
Bazeley. Best junior award to Peter Ambrose
as a king in AA Milne’s ‘““Ugly Duckling’’.
Best senior actor was Gary Runka.

THE NINTH ANNUAL drama festival was
a great success. The three nights presented
16 one-act plays for which the net proceeds
were $700.




SPRING DRAMA presented three plays
~on Saturday night. e Ghost of Green
Mansions presented by the junior high.
G N Cormack presented the “Pot of Broth".
Sam Davidson as the tramp did a fine
iok- Daughters Of The Sea now polished
= \we finals in Penticton next week wound
Y Je program. SUND \asH

NP DRAMA FESTIVAL will be best
“yet with 17 plays scheduled. A new trophy
will be offered for the best original script
this year. Mrs Gwen Melville and Mrs Hal
Roche will be hostesses at the reception
following the plays. Neovil, 1954

¥ THE 1954 DRAMA award for the Peace
ORiver had gone to Dawson Creek, with
—their presentation of *“Aria Da Capo” by
":(, Edna St Vincent Millay. Alan Dianard won
" the tr:g'ag{;‘y for the best actor. Miss Janie
/? Stevenson was the aditidicator. - -

A fine pair of cowpunchers wal
1954 as Jeanne Clelland and Dr.

imeCapsule

AHN file phot

ked the Fort St. John main street boardwalk ir
George Cormack were dressed for the rodeo.



T— o 4
SIDNEY RISK, dram(a)csupe‘r‘viso%r, ex-

tension department of the UBC will con-
duct a th_rge-day workshop here.

i Nov 1 1955
WALTER KAASA has been
named adjudicator of the
coming North Peace Festival.
Fifteen plays are in rehearsal.
Most are original productions.

10 years ago—Nov 24, 1955
ELEVENTH ANNUAL drama festival is
the event of the hour. Show goes on for
three nights and matinees this weekend
starting tonight. Dozens of local members
will take part in the three plays all local-
ly written.

DEC i, 1955
DRAMA EFFORT

unequalled anywhere said
adjudicator Walter Kaasa. Mrs
Marguerite Davies as author of
‘Voyageur’s Ruse’ won the 1955
award for the best original play.
Top actress award went to June
Jackson. Deirdre Sandy won the
junior Oscar. Andrew Soles of
Dawson Creek took top award
for best adult actor.

Mz 11988
DRAMA EFFORT in FSJ unequalled
anywhere said Adjudicator Walter Kaasa,
Mrs Marguerite Davies as author of “Voy-
ageur’s Ruse” won the 1955 award for the
best original play. Top actress award went
to June Jackson. Deidre Sandy won the
junior oscar. Andrew Soles of Dawson
Creek took top award for best adult actor.

]

D¢ ¥, 19557

MORE THAN 300 attended
each night of the drama festival
despite the coldest November
nights recorded. Three ex-
cellent original plays by George
Cormack, Venice MclIvor and
Marguerite Davies won high
acclaim.

=
N
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PR 14,1956
THE SPARKLING COMEDY Coing et A
Way” will be presented Friday evening in the
CWL Hall. Starring Chris Lawless, Dan Spicer,
Marie Bougie, Sylvia Cranston, Marcie Hlushko,
Bill Blais and Vince Richter.

SEPT 13,195¢
A DRAMA COURSE conducted Hy‘aé?dney
Risk, field drama supervisor from UBC will®
commence Monday and continue to September
21 .

15 YEARS AGO — OCTOBER 18, 1956

THE DRAMA FESTIVAL IS SHAPING up to
be an assured success. Already three original
plays are in rehearsal written by Marguerite
Davies, Mrs M Mclvor and Mrs Pete Helm.

v N @&V 29,1686
DRAMA FESTIVAL for this year came to a
close with Dawson Creek taking top honors. Mrs
Yvonne Firkins was the adjudicator.

ﬁt:u 3, 195¢

THE 12TH AL DRAMA Festival was
highlighted by three plays by local playwrights.
One each by Vernice Mclvor, Marguerite Davies
and Julia Helm. Tom Kerr directed “Storm In a
Loving Cup”’ for the Dawson Creek high school.
Eric Schneider played Beau Brummel.

1956 - ONLY 3 original plays

Fort St. John and a 10y~
?qgl(t);nplay from Charlie Lake
= ih this year's drama festival
< which was saved by six

Dawson Creek entri€s. __

20 YRS AGO — NOV 14, 1956
DRAMA USED TO BE a big
part of life back in Fort St
John back in the early days of
the community. Drama
festivals were always packed,
locally written scripts were
featured, and admission
prices over the three days
were often very small
compared with other forms of
entertainment. Something
really noteworthy in
expressing tne community
effort behind the festival was
that village stores closed at 8
pm on Saturday night. It was
the first night of the festival
this year and it was intended
that employees could go and
people would not in any way
be dissuaded from going to the
performance which
commenced at 8 pm.

.20 YRS AGO — NOV 30, 1956

THE DRAMA FESTIVAL
for 1956 came to a close after
three wonderful nights of
entertainment when 10 plays
were presented. Most of the
honors went to Dawson Creek
who sent six of the entries and
who put real effort as well as
talent into the preparation for
the festival. Fort St John all
but lost its reputation for
effort. Only three original
plays were presented and only
one royalty play, done by the
Charlie Lake players, a JM
Barrie Classic directed by
Evelyn Zoerb, was attempted.
Happy was the choice of the
adjudicator, Mrs Firkins, who
seemed to please everyone
and who had for herself a
wonder ful time. She
adjudicated a, festival at
Pouce’ Coupe 17 years ago.



AAN 1958
LOCAL PLAYWRITES are working on new
plays for the coming festival. Tom Kerr will
enter four plays, Miss Mary McFee is enterir}g
another. Georgina Keddell and Dorothy Lornie
hope for another curtain raisin as are Mx_‘s_ Les
Bazeley. Mrs Vernice Mclvor and Mrs Marg-

uerite Davis.

10 YEARS AGO — JANUARY 30, 1958

SEVENTEEN GROUPS have plays ready for
this year’s drama festival. Lloyd Amundson,
Carol Rettalack, Mary Davis are newcomers to
the author’s circle. Tom Kerr is expected to
enter a winner from Dawscn Creek as is Mary
McFee,

20 YRS AGO — MAR 7, 1958

“GUT YOUR Crop in
John?” - A conversation piece
while awaiting for the good
ship D A Thomas. Well, for
heaven’s sake! ( pictured) If it
isn’t Jimmie Ugilvie, Gordon
Pomeroy, Johnnie Lohman,
Ed Thomas, Gordon Watson,
Joe Richter and Cliff Watson.
This group of pioneers were all
part of the cast of ‘“‘Waiting for
the D A Thomas,” an original
play by Marguerite Davies,
which delighted Saturday

night patrons of the recent

Drama Festival.

[958

THE DON COSSACK choir was presented by
the North Peace Drama and Festival Assn atthe

- high school to a sellout crowd. Fred Lornie

was the MC and conveyed the appreciation of
the audience. (e Il |4



Id on
A DRAMA WORKSHOP was he
Nov 13 at the home of Mr and Mrs Lloyd

he demon-
Amundson. Freda N\ertller Iegd t -
stration of emotions. Nev (A1 1959

Al kﬂ-}"\i\\{ 4

THE FESTIVAL association has 14 plays
lined up, Roger Ventess co-ordinator reports,
the play ‘“Mr Sampson’’ will be produced hvV

members of the Canadian Legion.

DR BETTY Mitchell MA LLD CDA head
of the department of drama for Westerg
Canada high school. Calgary preserkl)tet
Joanne Wolfe with the award for bes
junior actress. MR S)L959

SIDNEY RISK chief of the drama depart- |
ment, UBC extension will be here in May to give
a short course. It will consist of five lectures and
will cost $5 a person. APR 94,1959

5 years ago—April 9, 1959

SIDNEY RISK, chief of the drama
department, UBC will be here May 8, 9
and 10 for a short course on acting. This
is being sponsored by the North Peace
Festival Ass’n.

HIGH SCHOOL drama club presented
two plays in Prince George. “A Room In
The Tower” and “Little Glass Houses”.
Joanne Wolff who won the best supporting
actress award here was equally successful
at Prince George. ' :



