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Gifts for
New Year’s
baby, family

With two older sisters before
him Quintin John Conrad
Gamble may have a hard time
getting into the washroom in
future times, but as this years
New Year’s baby he’s got it
made.

Born at 9:55 Wednesday
morning and weighing in at six
pounds and 15 1/2 ounces,
Quintin and his parents, Janice
and Gary Gamble, will be en-
joying a gift package of prizes .
made available by various
businesses in the community.

Prizes offered are: $25 gift
certificates from Safeway,
Overwaitea and Peoples Drug
Mart, dinner for two at both the
Fort St. John Motor Inn and
Northgate Motor Inn, a quartz
wall clock from Northgate
Furniture, a floral baby
arrangement from Tamee, a free
portrait sitting from Dave’s i
Camera, $20 worth of baby .
clothing from the Co-op, walking ;

booties from In-Steppe Shoes, photo by Denise Dirksing g
and a sleeper compliments of o . / nf
Babies, Buggies and Bears. PROUD PARENTS Janice and Gary Gamble fuss over the latest addition to their family. Quintin

John Conrad Gamble is Fort St. John's 1986 New Years's baby.
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N2w Year’s baby is a boy! -

Coming into the world at 9:55
yesterday morning, is For! St.
John’s New Year’s baby.

Weighing six pounds and 15 1/2
ounces, baby Quintin is the sn of
Janice and Gary Gamble.

Meanwhile, two Toronto boys
appear to share the distinction of
being the first and second — or
second and first — babies
delivered in Canada in 1986.

Two Ontario couples —
Marlene and Moe Benarroch and
Hansa and Vasan Patel —

became proud parents within
moments of midnight Tuesday
night.

The “official” record indicated
the six-pound, four-ounce son to
the Patels arrived precisely at
midnight at Doctors’ Hospital
while the birth of the seven-
pound, two-ounce boy to the
Benarrochs came at one second
past midnight at Toronto General
Hospital.

“But let’s face it — nobody goes
and checks these things using

Greenwich time — that's non-
sense,” said Dr. Sam Librach,
the obstetrician who delivered
the Patels’ baby.

Librach admitted the clock
watching on New Year’s Eve is a
tradition in maternity wards
across the country with every
hospital hoping to bring in the
new year with the first birth.

As the Toronto babies were
cuddled by their parents and
fawned over by the news media

on Wednesday, the "ospitals
waged a friendly joust over who
had the first arrival of the new
year.

Doctors’ Hospital announced
their midnight birth as Toronto’s
first, then a nursing supervisor at
the General said their baby was
first hecause a baby born at
midnight was actually the last
baby of 1985.

Doctors’ Hospital then issued a
news release saying their baby

UARY 2, 1986

was born a second after mid-
night. Still later, spokesman
Bernice Moorc said it was a
mistake, and stuck by midnight.

Who’s right didn’t seem to
matter much to the babies at the
centre of the controversy, who
yawned and fell asleep in their
mothers’ arms.

‘“He’s only been here a few
hours and he’s already had his
first press conference,” said Moe
Benarroch.

Jasony
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Hospital
W.I

AN 29,1456

The Hospital W.A. held its annual
dinner meeting and installation of
officers on Monday, January 20 at the
Senior Citizens Hall. Past President
Marion Sodergren installed the new
executive in a candle light ceremony.

The new executives are as follows:
Past President, Dianne Knott;
President Rosalynn Baron;
Secretary Fran Dodge; Treasurer,
Kay Unger; 1st Vice-President
Winnona Davidson; 2nd Vice-

/ p N d ; ' Cabbéige President Iva Cousins; 3rd Vice-
THE HOSPITAL WOMEN'S AUXILIARY held a draw for a Ca g President Lorna Best; Membership,

Patch Doll and wardrobe over the holidays, and the prize was won Barb Powers; Publicity, Colette
by Melissa Kehler. Above, Robert Kui of Shoppers Dru'g Mart, who Blanchette; Candy Striper Advisor,
donated the prize, makes the draw assisted by Dianne Knott, S ather Palmer.

president of the Hospital W.A. TRV G 1986 Dianne Knott was prsented with a

past president pin by Marion
Sodergren. Dianne thanked all
volunteers for their help and support
in the past two years, and wished
Rosalynn all the best of Iuch in her
term of office.

New volunteers are welcome to call
Rosalynn Baron at 785-4712.
Colette Blanchette
Publicity

HOSPITAL WOMAN'S AUXILIARY president Dianne Knott, right,
accepts a cheque from Marla Tyson, representing the Provincial
Government Employees Community Services Fund. Provincial
employees have donated $246.67 to the Hospital W.A. over the past
year. The money will be used for a blood monitoring unit and a new
examining table that the auxiliary is purchasing.

THE HOSPITAL WOMEN's Auxiliary accepted an infant's car seat
from Senior Public Health Nurse Inga Von Maydel, on left, recently.
Accepting the seat were Kay Unger, centre, and Barb Powers, right
of the Hospital W.A. Anyone having a seat to be returned may do so
on Fridays to the gift shop at the hospital. The seats can be used
until the child outgrows them. The seats can be usgd with a par-
tially-refundable deposit. TAN 15, 19%é
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38 girls in Candy Stripers

The Fort St. John Candy Stripers
are a group of teenage volunteers
doing something worthwhile with
their leisure hours.

This season there are 38 active
Candy Stripers. These young people
volunteer a minimum of two hours

per week to help out at the In- three-day Passport to Expo 86 and §§'§ EEs8 E’ggﬁ 2 ggg 23
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is an excellent way for these young
people to see hospital life first-hand.
For some, it may help them choose
a career in nursing or a medicine-
related field.
This month the Candy Stripers are
holding a raffle; the first prize is a

the Hospital Gift Shop. The draw will
take place on March 5th at the
regular Candy Striper monthly
meeting.
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community contact and awareness.

HEATHER PALMER, left, F.S.J. Candy Striper Advisor, presents a bag
of used stamps to Dolly Nicholson of the local branch of the
Canadian Cancer Society. Besides collecting stamps, the Fort St.
John Candy Stripers assist health-related organizations by waiting
tables at their annual Bazaar and teas and by selling carnations for
the local M.S. Society.




HANDING OVER the reins to his successor
Michael Anthony, left, Liam Hyland will be

monton.

leaving Fort St. John to pursue his Master

Drug counsellor leaving

By DENISE DIRKSING

For the past two years Liam
Hyland has been building a
reputation within the city but now
that he’s known, he’s leaving.

Program director and coun-
sellor for the Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Program at Fort St. John
General Hospital, he is leaving to
complete his master’s degree at
University of Alberta in Ed-
monton.

Well known for his direct, no-
pulling-any punches, straight
talk, Lyam said he was leaving
for his own professional growth
and employment opportunities.

“T'll be doing something
similar but in a larger center,”
he said.

It’ll mean another two years in
school, one of which will be
dedicated towards writing his
thesis or master paper, but once
completed he’ll have expanded
his knowledge to cases involving
mental health.

Though excited by future
possibilities, he said he was a
little sorry about leaving.

“You form relationships and
community ties that are hard to
give up,” he said. Besides that,
he always feels lost in a big city.

“In a small town the am-
medities are easily assessable
and you have more direct input
into community affairs,” he
explained. “I feel lost in a big
city.”

But more important is the
program it’s taken him two years
to establish.

“It’s stabilized now and is:

ready for new direction,” he said.

He doesn’t anticipate any
transitional problems in turning
over control to newcomer
Michael Anthony, but added their
personal style and focus may
vary.

“It’s hard to pinpoint the dif-
ference but Anthony will he
focusing more on the marital

Thesis at the University of Alberta in Ed-

aspect to the problem where I
dealt more with the individual,”
Hyland said.

Anthony immigrated from the
States in 1982 and received his
Masters from the University of
Victoria.

He said Hyland “would be a
tough act to follow,” but added
the reputation the program has
flourished under the last two
years would prove to be to his
advantage.

Married with two young
children, Anthony says he is
excited about his new position in
the community.

He would like to start a private
marriage counselling practice on
a part time basis sometime in the
future but added his first con-
sideration was to the Drug and
Alcohol Service here.

Hyland leaves the city this
Friday and wishes to thank the
community for the support he has
been given.
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and visits as part of the evening. Another

of this on page 4.

himself. He gives a present to Gilgian Kuenzie in
photo at left. At right, staff and family members

sing corols for the residents, who enjoyed treats



H.xtended care patients enjoy party

The hospital’s fourth annual
Christmas party was held Thursday,
Dec. 11 for the residents of Sagusteno,
the extended care unit.

It was held in conjunction with the
extended care residents from the
medical surgical unit. There are 11

28b 1191 4221774

residents of Sagusteno and about 14
on the medical surgical floor. A large
number of friends gathered to make
this a special Christmas celebration.
Special thanks go to the off-duty staff
who volunteered their time to make
the party a -success. Once again

MAKING CHRISTMAS season a little merrier for
the oldest resident of Sagusteno, Janet (Dee
Dee) Grantham, third from right, were from left

George Broadhurst did a super job of
playing Santa Claus. And thanks to
relatives and friends and our hospital
dietary staff, scrumptious goodies
and refreshments were served. The
nursing staff would like to take this
opportunity of saying thank you to all

g2

"Si‘lannon Ross and family Valerie Powell and
Ethel Rutledge. Dee Dee, as she likes to be
called, is 95 years old.

the volunteers who come faithfully
for visiting and reading, church
services, tea parties and music,
outings and help with decorating. We
look forward to continued efforts of
kindness. Merry Christmas to all and
best wishes for the new year.




Local

Nurses celebrate 75th ai

On December 10th, 1986 the North
Peace Chapter of R.N.A.B.C.
(Registered Nurses Association of
B.C.) held a special Christmas dinner
in order to celebrate the 75th An-
niversary of R.N.AB.C. in 1987. To
commemorate this event, chapter
members decided to pay tribute to
the pioneer nurses of Fort St. John.
Each pioneer nurse, honoured with a
corsage was introduced with a brief
‘history of nursing education and
career and then asked to share some
of the most memorable moments of
her nursing practice.

All chapter members present felt a
deep sense of pride in having the
opportunity to meet these courageous
women, who helped build nursing
practice to what it is today. These
pioneer nurses not only contributed
their nursing skills and expertice but
also remained in the Peace River
country to raise their families and
participate as citizens of this com-
munity.

The memoirs of the pioneer nurses
were both humerous and informative,
and we the N.P. Chapter members
would like to share some of these
anecdotes with the community at
large.

VIOLET WOODWARD (nee Garrish)

Vi graduated from Vancouver
General Hospital in 1933. Vi, an ad-
venturous young single nurse with a
sincere desire to provide nursing
services to the north country was
employed at the Red Cross Outpost
Hospital at Cecil Lake in November,
1937. Vi worked on and off at the
outpost until it closed in 1954, at which
time she continued her nursing
career at the Providence Hospital
and was head nurse on the maternity
ward until her retirement in 1972. In
addition, Vi has served two con-
secutive terms as a director of the
R.N.AB.C. and has received an
achievement award for this. In 1987,
Vi will have achieved 50 years of
active involvement with the
R.N.AB.C. in the Fort St. John area.

Vi remembers her trip from
Vancouver to the Cecil Lake Outpost
in November, 1937. She was met by
the mail truck at Dawson Creek
which took her to Fort St. John. She
didn’t have too much time to dwell on
her family’s opposition to her ac-
ceptance of such a far northern post
between trying to keep warm in <40
degrees C temperatures and coping
with her suticase which had been run
over by the mall truck. She continued

Lomnwa Thand C4 Taken 4.

advent of the new hospital, she is
fondly remembered as the recovery
room nurse there, until her
retirement in 1978.

Charlotte recalls the 24-hour train
trip from Edmonton to Dawson Creek
very well. It was there, sitting in the
one passenger car on a freight train
that she first heard the news of W.W.
II’s beginning.

She remembers her experiences at
the old Province Hospital as being
part of “one big happy family.”
Whenever Dr. Brown arrived at the
hospital, the nursing sisters vanished
into thin air, leaving Charlotte to deal
with him. “I still don’t know why the
sister seemed to be frightened of Dr.
Brown,” says Charlotte. Perhaps it
was because Charlotte is just the type
of person who gets along well with
everyone. During her spare time,
Charlotte would borrow one of Father
Jungbluth’s horses to explore the
beautiful Peace River Country.
AGNES SCHECK

Agnes graduated from Vegreville
General Hospital in 1940, and two
months later arrived at the Province
Hospital. After her marriage, in 1943,
Agnes served in the U.S.A. Medical
Corps as the head of surgery
department at the Kerr Military
Hospital, eight miles north of Fort
Nelson. After the war, she resumed
work at the old Providence Hospital.
Agnes was head nurse in the
Emergency Department for the last
13 years of her employment until
retiring in 1979.

Agnes chuckles “Well I came to
B.C. for the big money as nurses were
being paid $45.00 per month!”’

Agnes recalls the circumstances of
her work at the U.S. Medical
Corps...one of the Doctors wanted to
operate and asked, ‘‘Where’s
Scheck?” She’d gone to Fort St. John
with the mail truck was the answer.
“There was hell to pay” says Agnes,
“when the Doctor had to wait till I got
back before he could operate.” Agnes
shared a rather humerous panic
situation that occured while she was
working at the old Providence
Hospital. In addition to caring for her
patients, Agnes was responsible for
keeping the wood-burning furnace
stoked up in the basement of the
hospital. While loading the wood
stove with the heavy four foot logs,
one log got stuck % way into the stove
which then began smoking heavily.
Of course the patients panicked when
they thought there was a fire. “You

Lad 4a Ao cvcmnm—drio "

PIONEER NURSES Honored: back, from left; Marge Garett, Ela

Lawrence, Alice,

O'Neil and Vi

Woodward. Front Winnif

Johnston, Agnes Scheck, Barb Godberson, Esther Fisher

Charlotte Artemenko.

day, Eleanor was working at the old
Providence Hospital with a hospital
gown tied on over her street clothes.
ESTHER FISHER (nee Neitherfield)

Esther came to Blueberry (now
Wonowon) with her family in 1945.
She went on to take her training at
Vancouver General Hospital and
graduated in 1950. Later, she
returned to aquire a Public Health
Diploma. She has travelled ex-
tensively, in a variety of nursing
fields during her career, including
Prince George, Trail, Fort Nelson,
Fort St. John, Calgary, Ponoka,
Quebec and California. Esther is
currently employed at the Child
Development Centre and for the past
four years has been responsible for
the Infant Development Programme.

Esther recalls receiving a letter
from Sister Marcellus at the old
Providence Hospital urging her to
come and help fill the void of nurses.
So, in 1950, Esther and four other
nurses headed north from Vancouver
on an adventurous trip in an old car to
answer her calling. Esther says,
“After working for a while at the
Providence Hospital and Public
Health, I found I just wasn’t ready to
settle down.” so she continued on in
search of greener pastures. “I'm glad
I did, I wouldn’t miss any one of my
nursing experiences....”’ states
Esther.

at the Providence Hospital, proy
an interesting form of entertaini
in that the view from the top flo
the hospital gave an excellent
portunity to observe the comings
goings of Fort St. John in the
hours of the morning.

Henry the cat, the Providence
in pet who doubled as a “mou
created great havoc on several
casions as the nurses scramble
hide him from the doctors view.

Barb met and married her husl
Don, raised her family and conti
to work on the maternity ward at.
St. John Hospital.

EARLY NURSING IN

THE NORTH PEACE:

1920 — Trained nurses from Eng
giving volunteer nursing c:
Kathleen Peck — Hudson’s H
May Birley — Fort St. John.

1921 — Pouce Coupe Red C
Outpost Hospital (closest hospital
March 1930 — Grandhaven Red C
Outpost Hospital. First RN in
area — hired from England: I
Anne Roberts, R.N. (the late ]
Jim Young).

September, 1930 — Dr. W.A. Br
sets up practice in Fort St. John.

1931 — Sisters of Charity of Orde
Providence established the Fort
John Providence Hospital. F
nusring sisters: Sr. Catherine
Bologne: Sr. Alfred of the Cr
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They're
the tops

Candysiriper Susan Paymter and adviser
Shirley Rowland proudly held a recognition
plague recently won by the Fort St Johmn
General Hospital Candystripers at the annual
conference held in Williams Lake. Both at-
tended the conference.

Pet 1950

Hospital
W.I. S

The Hospital Women’s Auxiliary
reports that their recent bazaar was a
big success.

The Senior Citizens provided use of
their hall and kitchen for the event.
Donor of the lucky Seven prizes were
D & G Oil Service, Action Concrete,
Ja Mar Trucking & Farms Ltd., P &
F Computercraft Ltd., Ward Pontiac,
Peace Country Rentals, Len’s
Electric, Babies, Buggies & Bears
and Davidson Brothers Construction.

Prize winners were: Tea Prize: 50
litres gasoline, R.D. Sales, Sheila
Whitcomb; Winter Scene Music Box,
Delores MacLean; Crystal Bowl,
Bernice Miller; Flower Centerpiece,
Barb Powers; Jewellery Case,
William Nurnberger; Wrinkles,
Karen Molander; Ceramic Bowl,
Sharon Vonk; Clock, Delores
MacLean.

The Candy Strippers also had a
pleasant afternoon helping serve the
tea and having their own raffle.
Winners of the Cabbage Patch
Preemie and outfits was Opal Arm-
strong.

Sheila Hards won the afghan raffle
with Clara Sodergren winning the
quilted tree skirt.

Thanks to all who helped support
the auxiliary at their bazaar.



